
Lonnie Quinn is the chief weather caster for CBS 2 News in NYC. He also makes appearances as the 
severe weather expert for “CBS This Morning” and the CBS Evening news with Scott Pelley. 
 
Lonnie’s television career has been very circuitous. He actually started as an actor portraying Will 
Cortland on the soap opera, All My Children. That experience allowed him to develop a comfort in front 
of the camera which has served him well in broadcasting.  His first newsroom job was in Charlottesville, 
VA. He was hired as a cameraman but three months into the job, a chance to report in front of the camera 
changed everything.  Lonnie cut his teeth covering such stories as the Thomas Jefferson/Sally Hemings 
controversy, and the famous baby switch at the University of Virginia hospital. 
 
Lonnie also spent time working for NBC in Miami, Florida. As a private pilot himself, Lonnie holds a 
meteorology certification from the FAA.  Because of this, he was invited to join the Southeast chapter of 
the famous “Hurricane Hunters”.  When a hurricane approached the United States, Lonnie and his naval 
crew members jumped into a plane and flew into it. At one point, Lonnie recorded cat 5 winds of 156mph 
in the eye wall of Hurricane Isabel.  If anyone here really wants to know what it feels like to be inside a 
bag of microwave popcorn...this is the job for you.   
 
In 2005, he guided South Florida through the most active hurricane season in history.  (You may recall 
that was the year we ran out of alphabet letters and had to use the Greek alphabet to name the last 6 
storms of the season.)   
 
Lonnie's approach to the weather has never changed: Give the viewers the information they need ...with a 
bit of entertainment sprinkled in to keep them awake.  He has won multiple Emmy Awards including one 
for his weather casting during Super Storm Sandy and another for his storytelling about two Seattle girls 
whose Superbowl tickets were stolen on their way to NYC.  Lonnie and CBS arranged for NFL 
Commissioner, Roger Goodel, to surprise the girls in Times Square.  Before the afternoon was over, the 
Commissioner presented the girls with 2 new tickets and invited them to be his guests at the Superbowl. 
For all the bad that is out there, this is just a little example of the good that TV news can do. 
 
Lonnie is a huge sports fanatic and swam competitively during his 4 years at Boston College. Recently he 
toyed with the idea of getting back into swimming but he couldn’t get his speedo up any higher than his 
thighs.  Lonnie is VERY pleased that he can help us out tonight.  He's ready to roll up his sleeves and 
make it a great evening! 
 


